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Save the Date:                       
Starlight Studio 

LDA Website Update 

LDA's new website has a new look. New information and resources will be added regularly.  You can also subscribe to our 
website and get news sent right to your inbox.  Check it out at www.ldaofwny.org! 

Learning Disability Awareness Month 

October is Learning Disabilities Awareness Month, the goal of which is to bring wide-spread awareness and to, and education 
about, these hidden disabilities.  Fifteen percent of the U.S. population, or one in seven Americans, have some type of learn-
ing disability (LD), according to the National Institutes of Health. The most common are difficulty with basic reading and              
language skills.  In fact, as many as 80% of students with a LD have reading problems. 

Unfortunately, many misconceptions about learning disabilities exist.   In a 2012 online survey by The National Center for 
Learning Disabilities (NCLD), half of the people surveyed name medication and mental health counseling as treatments for 
LD.  Another third thought that lack of parent or teacher involvement in early childhood can cause LD.   Others thought that 
LD is caused by a poor diet, vaccinations, or too much TV.  

Learning disabilities are a lifelong disability, developmental in nature, and have no cure.  The LDA of WNY believes that every     
person with learning disabilities can be successful at school, at work, in relationships, and in the community – given the right     
opportunities.  Our goal is to ensure such opportunities exist.  That’s why our primary mission is to provide high-quality              
individualized, comprehensive, and innovative services, which support, educate, and empower all individuals with learning 
and/or developmental disabilities. 

As part of our outreach, the LDA of WNY will be participating in several community events throughout the month, including                  
Disability Awareness Month at the Buffalo and Erie County Library on October 3rd.  If you have any questions or concerns, 
please stop by our table to receive guidance from one of our professionals.   

Many resources exist to help you find the supports and services for you and your loved one.  For more information, visit the               
Learning Disabilities Association of WNY website at: www.ldaofwny.org or call us at (716) 874-7200.  
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On September 9th, the agency held it's annual staff meeting at Riverworks.  In addition to celebrating the agency's many 
successes so far this year, the agency distributed longevity awards, as well as, honoring many of the agency's staff who go 
above and beyond. 

The following awards are presented to employees of LDA who exemplify the 7 NYS Core Competencies which, when coupled 
with the Code of Ethics for Direct Support Professionals, are values-based competencies and skills that are the foundation of 
person-centered supports for New Yorkers with developmental disabilities. 

Putting People First:  Amy Bieger and John Gilbert 

Building and Maintaining Positive Relationships: Reggie Ingram and Alba Velazquez 

Demonstrating Professionalism: Kate Jones and Kat Ruiz-Meneses 

Supporting Good Health: Sherry Evans 

Supporting Safety: Cathie Kujawa 

Promoting Choice of Home: April Kirby 

Promoting Community Integration: Lily Booth and Phylicia Brown 

DSP of the Year Award: Jessica Wolfe 

Unsung Hero: Terri Irizarry 

Longevity Awards: 

 5 Years            10 Years          20 Years         

 Elise Bartela         Janice Feggans      Rich Cathcart      

 Melissa Jenkins       James Lasch 

 Drew Smith         Mary Griesbaum     30 Years 

 Lily Booth                         Jan Wood 

 Karen Markiewicz 

 Christina Waters 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

 

 

                                                    

                                                      

 

 

 

Read more about our staff members in our Facebook page’s note! 

LDA All-Staff Meeting 

 

Photos:  Carrie Marcotte with her basket, 
the view from the balcony, Reggie               
Ingram with his award for Building and 
Maintaining Positive Relationships, and 

Terry Irizarry with the Unsung Hero 
Award.   

For more photos of the event, search 
#LDAAllStaffMeeting on Instagram. 
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Every Vote Counts! 

This year’s General Election is November 8, 
2016. 

The deadline to register to vote in a Local, 
State, or Federal general election is October 
14, 2016. 

All Americans have the right to vote, including people with 
developmental and/or learning disabilities. 

Qualifications to register to vote: 

 Be a United States citizen; 
 Be 18 years old by December 31 of the year in which you file 

this form  
(Note: you must be 18 years old by the date of the general, 
primary, or other election in which you want to vote); 

 Live at your present address for at least 30 days before an 
election; 

 Not be in prison, or on parole for a felony conviction;  
 Not claim the right to vote elsewhere 
 

Registration is easy! 

Visit www.elections.ny.gov/VotingRegister.html to print the 
form, complete and sign it, and mail it to your county board of 
elections.  You may also register in person at your county 
board of elections. 

Don’t have a printer? You can have a NYS Voter Registration 
form mailed to you.  Go to www.elections.ny.gov/
votingregister.html and enter your name directly into the 
mailing list database to request a Voter Registration Form, or 
call 1-800-FOR-VOTE hotline to request a voter application. 

••••••••• 

 

••••••••• 

#bFair2DirectCare Coalition Advocates for DSPs 

The #bFair2DirectCare Coalition recently 
launched its #300DaystoBetterPay              
campaign to call on Albany to increase 
funding for developmental disability  
organization staff wages before the next 
state budget is adopted on April 1, 2017. 

The support DSPs provide to people with learning and   
developmental disabilities, 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, is critical to our success. 

This is a statewide initiative made up of seven organiza-
tions (CP, NYSARC, NYSACRA, NYSRA, IAC, DDAWNY, and LI 
Alliance) working together to raise awareness of the      
incredible work done by staff and advocate for additional 
funding in the next State budget.   

As we continue to advocate as an agency, we ask that you 
join the effort by following the #bFair2DirectCare Coalition 
social media accounts.  Here you can find updates on its 
initiatives and ways for you to get involved in the                   
campaign. 

1. ‘Like’ the Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
BFair2DirectCare  

2. ‘Follow’ the Twitter account: @Fair2DirectCare  

3. Interact with the bFair2DirectCare social media accounts 
by liking sharing and commenting on posts and tweets!  

Parent to Parent Seeks Survey Input 

Parent to Parent USA has been asked to help researchers 
find out how lives have changed for individuals who used to 
attend sheltered workshops.  If you or a family member used 
to attend a sheltered workshop, please consider completing 
the survey below. The outcome will be useful as a tool for 
systemic improvement and validation of community employ-
ment settings.   
  
The link to the survey is this: 
  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PostWorkshopLife 
  
All responses will go into a confidential, HIPAA protection 
level WebSurvey account. Only aggregate information will be 
used, unless a participant writes a note that they would al-
low to be quoted anonymously.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PostWorkshopLife
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Program Spotlight: On the Job 

The Employment Training Program  (ETP) provides opportunities for individuals with developmental disabilities to gain the 
work experience needed to become successfully employed. 

Richard has made good use of the program. With the assistance of his job coach, he followed the program guidelines and is 
currently working in a job that suits his talents and that he enjoys. 

Richard is Machine Operator at Bison Bag, Inc. in Lockport, New York. By being allowed the extra time he needed to learn 
the job, Richard has excelled. As of August 1, 2106 he is no longer on the ETP payroll, but a bona fide Bison Bag employee. 

Thank you Bison Bag for giving Richard a chance.  Congratulations Richard! Well done! 

For more details about the Employment Training Program, contact Mary Griesbaum at                                                              
874-7200, ext.164. 

At right: Richard's trainer  
Grace Incorvaia, Richard  
McCanty, and company   
owner Jim Streicher.  
 
Far right: Richard at work 

 

 

 

 

Come on Down! 

When the Price is Right rolls into University at Buffalo’s 
Alumni Arena on October 4th, one of LDA’s individuals will 
be in the audience, hoping for his chance to win some great 
prizes. 

Harold (below with LDA staff Tonya Russo), a diehard fan of 
the show, watches daily and has dreamed of going to the 
show as long as we’ve known him! For him, this is the equiv-
alent of winning the lottery, so we wish him the best, and 
hope he is called, to Come on Down! 

Starlight Art n the Community 

Starlight Studio continues to expand its reach in the                  
community.  Six Starlight artists sold a total of 13 artworks 
to the Roswell Park Cancer Institute for The Scott Bieler 
Clinical Sciences Center, including this piece by Andy                  
Calderon, below. 

Every floor of the new building features artwork from both 
well-known and emerging artists from the Western New 
York region, a collection curated by the Art Committee of 
the Roswell Park Alliance Foundation. 
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 I-VOICE Receives Regional Honors 

The agency's self advocacy group, Innovative Voice, or I-Voice (at right with 
plaque), was honored as the Self Advocacy Group of the Year at the 2016 
Western Region Self Advocacy Conference in Niagara Falls June 2nd and 3rd.  

In addition, I-Voice member Sheila Bush (below, right) was named The Self-
Advocacy Association of New York State (SANYS) Self-Advocate of the Year, 
for her role in the LDA of WNY's self advocacy group.  The award is given to 
an individual who has worked hard to speak up for themselves and others, 
and has done something that has improved the community for people with 
disabilities. 

Sheila has been an active member of I-Voice for several years and has played 
in integral role in teaching her peers how to better advocate for themselves. 
She is an amazing advocate for herself at work, on medical appointments,  
and in other personal aspects of her life. In the community, she has diligently 
worked to improve public transit for individuals with disabilities, has been 
trained to be a certified interviewer for LDA, and is a member of the Peer-to-
Peer Group at LDA. 

Congratulations Everyone! 

Starlight Artists Featured in Documentary with Local Artists 

The documentary, Of One Mind, produced by Starlight Studio artists 
and Squeaky Wheel Film and Media Art Center, consists of four short 
episodes that feature conversations between Starlight artists and 
artists from the  community who share common ground.  The pairs: 
Ani Hoover and Debi Wicks, Ken Payne and Chace Lobley, Amanda 
Besl and Kimber Rodgers, and, Kevin Kline and Jeremy Pratt, discuss 
their work, interests, and how art affects their lives.   

Funding for the documentary was received from the Community 
Arts and Arts Education Grant, funded by the New York State Council 
of the Arts through Arts Services Initiative of Western New York. 

The documentary will be screened at the gallery in the Fall. 

West Side Public Art Project  

The largest project coming out of Starlight Studio this Fall is                                                                                                                
the construction of a six-foot tall woolly mammoth, designed 
by Starlight artist Chace Lobley, on the West Side of Buffalo. 

This sculpture is part of CEPA Gallery’s West Side Lots Project,  
a series of temporary site-specific public art commissions,            
according to CEPA, “that will transform vacant lots, remnants 
of what was once urban blight on Buffalo's West Side, into            
vibrant, engaging, and interactive public displays” through 
works from professional local, national, and international 
artists.  Once completed, the mammoth is slated to be                   
installed in a vacant parcel on Helen Street.                              

More of Chace’s work can be found on Starlight Studio and            
Art Gallery’s website at www.starlightstudio.org. 
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Upcoming Events 

Want to get our news directly in your inbox? Go to 
www.ldaofwny.org and subscribe to our website! 

   

 
 

3 
 
 
7 
 
 
15 
 

19 

 

 

15 

 

 

4 

 
20 

October 

Information Table, Buffalo & Erie County    
Library  

Opening Reception Friendship is for                  
Everyone, Starlight Studio and Art Gallery 

Crisis Behavior Management Workshop, ECC 

31st College Night WNY Collegiate Consorti-
um of Disability Advocates (CCDA), UB Center 
for Tomorrow 

November 

Information Table, Buffalo & Erie County    
Library  

December 

Winter Open House, Starlight Studio and Art 
Gallery 

Information Table, Buffalo & Erie County  
Library  

 
 

12-2:30 PM 

 

6-9 PM 

 

11:30 AM-   
1 PM 

6-9 PM 

 

 

 
 

12-2:30 PM 

 

 
 

1-4 PM 

 

12-2:30 PM 

   

Friendship is for Everyone Exhibit: 

Mathew Sharp with Autism Services Artists Daniel 
Maysonet and John Giangreco 

Opening Reception October 7th, 6-9 PM 

Exhibit on-view October 7th through November 11th 

Mathew Sharp's paintings have a characteristic haze to 
them: color loosely applied with something like the tradi-
tional ab ex push/pull mentality, distributed among a few 
key, broad regions that develop a scene.  Those broad    
regions are accented by smaller dabs that verge on             
characters, objects within that scene.  The paint is thin and 
the pastel blended, as if they are doing their job with color 
carefully so as not to impose their inherent materiality.  At 
times the paintings abstract qualities are defied by the  
presence of near-figures, barely-trees, and the occasional 
prop, turning what might otherwise be pure painterly               
acrobatics into depiction, narrative.   

All Shows are Free and Open to the Public. 
 

For more information, or to purchase artwork go to 
www.starlightstudio.org 

 
Starlight Studio is a part of the Allentown First Fridays            
Gallery Tour.  Stop by every First Friday evening of the 
month to see our current exhibitions.  

Fall Trainings, Workshops, and Conferences  

There are a number of upcoming trainings, workshops, and conferences for individuals, parents, and professionals, 
on topics ranging from voting and bullying to special education and graduation.  Costs vary based on the event. 
 
For more information, visit our blog http://www.ldaofwny.org/single-post/2016/09/08/Upcoming-Workshops-
Trainings-and-Conferences or Parent Network's website at www.parentnetwork.org/workshops-and-events/event-
calendar. 
 
Remember to check out our website or Facebook page to see if we’re attending an event near you.  Be sure to stop 
by our table if you have any questions, or to say hello!  

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

At the LDA of WNY, our mission is to provide high-quality individualized, comprehensive, and innovative services,                             
which support, educate, and empower all individuals with learning and/or developmental disabilities.  

By supporting LDA of WNY’s programs and services, you support the dreams and needs of the individuals we serve. 

Thank you for your Support! 

*Events are subject to change.  Check our website or Facebook page 
for updated events and information. 
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Yes! I want to  support the LDA of WNY, by making a donation in the amount of: 
 
□ $500   □ $250   □ $100   □ $50   □ $25   □ $15   □ $10   □ Other ____________  
 
Name(s) ____________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________  State ___________ 

Phone __________________________  Email _______________________________ 

□ I wish to remain anonymous.  Please do not publish my name as a donor. 
 

*Please make checks payable to LDA of WNY.  All gifts are tax-deductible. 
Secure online donations can be made at www.ldaofwny.org  

Thank you for your support! 

David Feickert, also an artist at Starlight Studio and Art              
Gallery, is the first individual to successfully complete the 
agency’s Pathway to Employment program.  Through the 
program, David had volunteer experiences as a reception at 
LDA of WNY, a front door greeter and file clerk at Roswell 
Park Cancer Institute, and an inpatient unit volunteer at    
Hospice Buffalo. 
 
According to David, “It’s an interesting program, because it 
gets you trained on the interview process and the                         
importance of word choices.  The volunteer experiences 
were a good way to integrate in the community and                   
network.” 
 
David’s career plan is to be a receptionist, preferably in the 
medical field.   

 
 

Your gift to LDA of WNY changes lives 

Help Ensure More Bright Futures 

Donate Today 

 
 

—————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Did You Know?  

We provide more than 20 services to more than 1,200 individuals and their families each year!   

Please take a moment to read about David.  He’s just one of many individuals and families we’ve 
been lucky to work with, and help, during our 50 year journey. 

http://www.niagaracp.org
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Contact Us 

For more information about 

our programs, services, and              

upcoming events 

LDA of WNY                      

2555 Elmwood Avenue     

Kenmore, NY 14217 

(716) 874-7200 

information@ldaofwny.org 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.ldaofwny.org 

LDA of WNY 

2555 Elmwood Avenue 

Kenmore, NY 14217 

October 7th, 6-9 PM  

Starlight Studio and Art Gallery 

Opening reception for Starlight Artist Mathew Sharp, with                  

Autism Services Artists Daniel Maysonet and John Giangreco. 


