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Save the Date: 
Happy Hour with a Purpose 

The agency is hosting Happy Hour with a Purpose hosting a 
from 5-8 PM at Flying Bison Brewery at 840 Seneca Street, 
Buffalo, NY 14210, featuring $5 drinks, live music, wine-ring 
toss, basket raffle, and 50/50 Mega Raffle tickets! Amy’s Food 
Truck will be on-site for anyone looking to grab some food 
after work! Proceeds benefit the LDA of WNY. If you can’t 
attend the event, but would like to donate a basket or basket 
items, please contact Katie Cassens at kcassens@ldaofwny.org 
or (716) 874-7200, x137. 

Starlight Studio and Art Gallery is hosting  Co-Artifact, a gala 
exhibit and auction featuring collaborative artwork created by 
Starlight artists and community artist pairs, as well as music 
and light refreshments, and a cash bar.  Other works by the 
Starlight artists will also be available for purchase.  All pro-
ceeds will benefit the Starlight Studio, specifically, the comple-
tion of a new mural to be painted on its façade.   

The agency is hiring for a number of direct-care positions in 
our Habilitation, Residential, and Vocational Departments, as 
well as Literacy Volunteer Tutors for our LEAD716 program.  
Please check out our website at www.ldaofwny.org for job de-
scriptions, and contact us if you would like more information 
on any or all of the listings! 

At right, above, staff pose with members of the North Ridge Fanforce 
at last year’s Happy Hour with a Purpose; below, Chace Lobley works 
on his collaborative piece with Billy Huggins for Co-artifact. 

LDA Mega Raffle Tickets Available! 

The LDA of WNY’s 50/50 Mega Raffle will run                                                                     
through May 25th, with the winning ticket to be                                                                                 
announced at the end of the agency’s Happy Hour                                                                       
with a Purpose at Flying Bison Brewery.  The                                                                            
winner need not be present. 

Tickets are $1, and are available from any LDA of 
WNY staff or board member, by stopping at the 
Main Office, or by contacting the LDA at infor-
mation@ldaofwny.org or (716) 874-7200, x137.   

Last year's prize was worth almost $700,  kicking off a nice start to the Memorial Day 
weekend for a lucky couple from Canandaigua!  

This year, it could be you! Make sure to get your tickets! Proceeds benefit the LDA’s pro-
grams and services. 

                                                                                               

Spring 2018 
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People First Care Coordination Updates 

The following letter was recently released from OPWDD Acting Commissioner Kerry Delaney: 

Dear Friends and Colleagues: 

As many of you already know, the Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) is making an important im-
provement to the way services are coordinated, known as People First Care Coordination.  

The Medicaid Service Coordination (MSC) program which is currently used to coordinate services will be replaced by a new 
and improved program called Health Home Care Management. Health Home Care Management will continue to provide the 
service coordination that people currently receive, and will also provide coordination of other services, such as health care 
and behavioral health supports. 

Care Coordination Organizations (CCOs), new entities formed by existing providers of developmental disability services, will 
coordinate all the services a person receives for their developmental disability, as well as the coordination of health, wellness, 
and mental health services through one individualized Life Plan.  

Six new Care Coordination Organizations have been identified to begin providing Care Management services on July 1, 2018: 

 Advance Care Alliance 
 Care Design NY 
 LIFEPlan 
 Person Centered Services 
 Prime Care Coordination  
 Tri-County Care 

The new organizations will be staffed by Care Managers, and to maintain existing relationships as much as possible, in many 
cases the new Care Managers will be current Medicaid Service Coordinators who will receive additional training for this new 
role. Care Managers will help coordinate services across systems, including OPWDD, the Department of Health and the Office 
of Mental Health, providing people with developmental disabilities, and their families, with one place to plan all of their ser-
vice needs.  

There will be no changes to a person’s supports and services as this transition from MSC to Health Home Care Management 
takes place, unless changes are requested by the person receiving services, or their decision-makers. 

Health Home Care Management should not be confused with Managed Care. Managed Care will be offered statewide to peo-
ple with developmental disabilities at a future date. 

People who choose not to receive comprehensive care management can choose to receive Basic HCBS Plan Support which 
will also be offered by CCOs. Basic HCBS Plan Support will be a very limited coordination option, similar to Plan of Care Sup-
port Services (PCSS) offered in the current system. 

People currently receiving supports and services through OPWDD will be hearing from their service coordinator between April 
and July with more information so they can choose their CCO, and whether they would like to receive Health Home Care  
Management or Basic HCBS Plan Support services. 

We look forward to helping the people we serve achieve their desired outcomes through this improved service. 

Additional informational resources include: 

CCO/HH Frequently Asked Questions FAQ 
https://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/program/medicaid_health_homes/idd/cco-hh_faqs.htm  

Individuals with Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities (I/DD) 1115 Waiver Transition Plan 
https://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/program/medicaid_health_homes/idd/
docs/1115_draft_transition_plan_12_5_2017.pdf  

Care Coordination Organization/Health Home Application to Serve Individuals with Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities  
https://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/program/medicaid_health_homes/idd/docs/hhidd_application_part_1.pdf 
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Yes! I want to  support LEAD716, by making a donation in the amount of: 
 
Name(s) ____________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________  State ___________ Zip Code _________ 

Phone __________________________  Email _______________________________ 

□ I wish to remain anonymous.  Please do not publish my name as a donor. 
□ Please contact me about becoming an onoing sponsor of your program. 
 
*Please make checks payable to LDA of WNY LEAD716.  All gifts are tax-deductible. 
Secure online donations can be made at www.ldaofwny.org  

Thank you for your support! 

Dear Friend of LDA of WNY, 

Every year in Erie County, thousands of children under the age of six are diagnosed with elevated 
blood lead levels. Thousands more are exposed to lead hazards in their homes. 

Children exposed to lead are at greater risk of: 

 Lower IQ and learning disabilities 

 Speech and hearing difficulties 

 Attention problems and behavior issues 

According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), “Children with developmental delays  or at high 
risk for developmental delays benefit most from interventions that start at an  early age....No safe 
blood lead level in children has been identified.” 

LDA of WNY’s new program, LEAD716, is working to minimize these negative effects on a child’s 
cognitive ability, during a critical time in brain development: 

• LEAD716 is a free program aimed to provide critically-needed early academic intervention to    
preschool children in Western New York diagnosed with elevated lead  levels in their blood. 

• LEAD716 mentoring focuses on early literacy skill development and helps ensure the children are 
prepared for success in kindergarten and beyond. 

 LEAD716 focuses on helping kids before they enter school — before they encounter learning 
problems — at an age when they are more resilient. 

It is our hope that, through LEAD716, children in Erie County who have been affected by lead will 
lead healthier, more successful lives. 

At LDA of WNY, we believe that every individual, even those with disabilities, can be successful at 
school, at work, in relationships, and in the community. Our goal is to ensure such opportunities    
exist. We have made progress, but the the journey isn’t over. As long as children are in need, we 
won’t stop advocating for them. 

You can help give children opportunities to succeed by donating to LEAD716 — please use the form 
below or donate online at www.ldaofwny.org. 

————————————————————————————————————————— ——–—————————————— 

□ $5 buys a child a book 

□ $10 buys a child a healthy 
snack (nutrition helps fight 
lead poisoning) and a book 

□ $25 buys a child a tutoring  
lesson and a snack 

□ $50 buys 2 tutoring sessions,  
a book, and a healthy snack 

□ $75 buys 3 tutoring sessions,  
a book, a healthy snack, and 
an educational toy 

□ $100 buys 5 tutoring                
sessions 

□ Other Amount  $_________ 

http://www.niagaracp.org
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 Upcoming Events 

 

 

   

  

 

 

    

 

 

Trainings, Workshops, and Conferences  

There are a number of upcoming trainings, workshops, and conferences for 
individuals, parents, and professionals, on a variety of topics.  For more in-
formation, visit Parent Network's website at www.parentnetwork.org/
workshops-and-events/event-calendar. 

LDA’s outreach table is at the Downtown Buffalo and Erie County Public Li-
brary the third Tuesday of each month, from 12-1:30 PM, across from the 
Launch Pad.  We will also be at fairs, events, conferences, and community 
centers throughout WNY, including the D’Youville College’s National Public 
Health Week, on April 5th, from 9 AM—5 PM, and the 30th Annual Develop-
ment Disabilities Awareness Day on May 24th at the Niagara Falls Conven-
tion Center.   

We’ll have a table in the exhibitor hall, art work in the art show, and speakers from Starlight Studio will be presenting a pan-
el discussion about its new pilot program, I-WRITE, at 1:45 PM! Be sure to stop by if you have any questions, or to say hello! 
Remember to check out our website or Facebook page for an updated list, and to see if we’re attending an event near you.   
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April 

National Public Health Week, D’Youville                
College 

Disability and Higher Education Conference, UB 
Center for Tomorrow 

Outreach Table, Buffalo & Erie County Library  

Co-Artifact, Eleven Twenty Projects 

Falk School Exhibit, Starlight Studio 

 
May 

Sussan Giallombardo, Starlight Studio 

Jim Paulson & Dana Graap, Starlight Studio 

Outreach Table, Buffalo & Erie County Library 

DD Day, Niagara Falls Conference Center 

Happy Hour with a Purpose, Flying Bison  
Mega Raffle Drawing 

 

Upcoming 

Disability Awareness Parade 

 

 
 

9 AM—5 PM 
 

10 AM—3:30 
PM 

12—1:30 PM 

6—9 PM 

6—8 PM 

 
 

6—8PM 

6—8PM 

12—1:30 PM 

8 AM—4 PM 

5—8 PM 
 

 

 
10:30 AM—3 
PM 

   

Want to get our news directly in your inbox? Go to 
www.ldaofwny.org and subscribe to our website! 

 

Starlight Studio and Art Gallery 
2018 Calendar 

 
 April 27      Falk School Exhibit  
May 3       Sussan Giallombardo  
May 18      Jim Paulson and Dana Graap  
July 13       Starlight Studio Summer Open House  
September 14  Mario and Sherri, Emily Churco, and     
          John Budney  
October 19    Mary Louise Wyrick and Michele Miller  
December 1    Starlight Studio Holiday Open House  

 
 

All Shows are Free and Open to the Public 

 
 

Starlight Studio is a part of the Allentown First Fridays            
Gallery Tour.  Stop by every First Friday evening of the month 
to see our current exhibitions! 

For more information, or to purchase artwork or merchandise, 
email starlight@ldaofwny.org, call 842-1525, or stop by 340 
Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14202, Monday-Friday, 9 AM—
4 PM.  

For more information, go to ww.starlightstudio.org 

*Events are subject to change.  Check our website or Facebook page 
for updated events and information. 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

At the LDA of WNY, our mission is to provide high-quality individualized, comprehensive, and innovative services,                             

which support, educate, and empower all individuals with learning and/or developmental disabilities.  

By supporting LDA of WNY’s programs and services, you support the dreams and needs of the individuals we serve. 

Thank you for your Support! 
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LDA Receives Grants, Community Award 

The LDA of WNY received a $30,000 grant from the Peter and 
Elizabeth C. Tower Foundation to complete Strategic Planning 
and ready the agency for the new health care environment. 

The agency’s LEAD716 program received $7,800 from the Ma-
ria Love Convalescent Fund, to incorporate a behavioral spe-
cialist into the program. 

The LDA of WNY was also selected for University at Buffalo's 
Social Fellow's Program, an 8-week program from June—July, 
that places two fellows, an MBA and MSW student, at commu-
nity organizations, to develop innovative solutions to social is-
sues impacting WNY.   

The fellows will work with LDA’s program managers and 
staff to help prepare for the changing healthcare landscape, 
specifically, helping to identify the outcomes and metrics 
that would best measure value and success of LDA’s services 
delivered.  

The LDA of WNY has also been selected for the “Arts Inte-
gration” Spark Award at the 5th Annual Spark Awards Party, 
for its work related to Starlight Studio and Art Gallery! The 
Arts Integration Award honors a non-arts project, program, 
or initiative that has used arts and culture to significantly 
enhance its work.  

The Spark Awards is an annual awards party, developed by 
the Arts Services Initiative of WNY,  that honors outstanding 
individuals and organizations in the Western NY community 
awards ceremony.  Agency representatives will receive the 
award at the party on Wednesday, May 16th, 2018 at the 
Hotel Henry.  

 Thank You for Your Support! 

Thank you to Hector’s Hardware and Straight Up Liquor 
who had donation boxes at their businesses, and Identity 
Ink and 4-Imprint who donated custom tees to Starlight 
Studio. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the LDA through 
the recent Spring it On Campaign, and those who donate to 
the agency through the United Way’s Annual Campaign. 

Every dollar and donation truly makes a difference in the 
lives of those we work with, and we greatly appreciate the 
support of our community! 

••••••••• 

#bFair2DirectCare  

The bFair2Direct-
Care campaign un-
veiled a 5,000-square
-foot Times Square 
digital billboard that 
urges Governor An-
drew Cuomo to 
"please say yes" to 
#bFair2DirectCare.  
"You can help," the 

billboard says. 

In addition to the money included in the 2017-2018 budget, 
the group is asking for an additional $18.25 million, 0.01% 
of the total budget, beginning January 1, 2019. 

After letter-writing campaigns, lobbying, and state-wide 
rallies, last year, Governor Cuomo and Legislature included 
the first two years of a six-year plan to provide a living 
wage for direct care workers who support New Yorkers 
with developmental disabilities. #bFair2DirectCare has 
overwhelming bipartisan support in both houses of the Leg-
islature.  

Mid-March, the State Senate and the State Assembly un-
veiled their respective one-house budget bills. 
#bFair2DirectCare is hopeful both will include a "spin up" of 
$18.25 million to speed up the time - from six years to four 
years - to begin paying direct support professionals a living 
wage. The requested sum amounts to 0.01 percent of the 
state's $168 billion budget.   

"This is not a partisan issue. This is not an upstate/
downstate issue. This is an issue about basic human dignity. 
It is about supporting the dedicated direct care workers - 
who certainly deserve more than a minimum wage - so 
they can support their families while they continue to sup-
port the 130,000 New Yorkers with developmental disabili-
ties," the #bFair2DirectCare campaign said.   

••••••••• 
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Beyond the Front Door— How to Assess Which Agency is The Best Fit for Your Child 
Reprinted from WNY Family Magazine 

Who you choose to work with your child is a key decision. But, finding the right service provider can be daunting. Here are 
some tips to help make it a little easier. 

Determine What Services You’re Looking For: Do you need a psychological assessment, help finding housing or em-
ployment, respite services, or someone to work with your child’s school regarding special education programming? The 
availability of services will likely depend on the age of your child, as well as his or her specific needs.   

Find Providers in Your Area: Once you have an idea of what kinds of services you’re looking for, think about where you live, 
your transportation options, and how far you are willing to travel for services. Then you can begin researching service pro-
viders. 

There are a number of community resources that offer contact information for providers, broken down by geographic area, 
ages served, and services provided, including: 

  211 WNY (www.211wny.org) 

  DDAWNY Guide (http://www.ddawny.org/resources/) 

  Regional Parent Technical Assistance Centers (RPTACs), which in WNY include Parent Network of WNY 
(www.parentnetworkwny.org) and Starbridge (www.starbridgeinc.org). 

Ask Your Service Coordinator: The service coordinator’s role is to make sure an individual’s safety and needs are met, first 
and foremost, through appropriate services and supports. 

Don’t Be Afraid to Cold Call An Agency: Agency staff have a wealth of knowledge to guide you in the right direction. They’ve 
spent hours on the phone with parents, offering advice, resources, and sometimes just an ear. Whatever concerns or ques-
tions you have are probably not new.  

Ask Other Parents: Whether it’s through face-to-face or online support groups, informal or national, state, or local disability 
groups, connect with other families like yours, and ask about their experiences and recommendations.  

Ask Your Child’s Pediatrician: If you haven’t already been referred to a disability service or provider, you can talk about this 
with your pediatrician or another health professional.  

Select a Provider: Consider what’s important to you and your child, and see where providers measure up. For example, 
where does an agency stand on person or family-centered planning, inclusion in school, work, and the community, individu-
alized vs. team approach, staff credentials/qualifications, use of evidence-based practices, communication and linkages to 
other professionals and service providers?  

This should help you decide which service provider is right for you. And you’re entitled to get further opinions from other 
service providers if you’re not sure about the choice you’ve made. Parents may also benefit from looking into more than one 
provider, in case their first choice has a wait list.  In the end, it’s about what agency is the best fit for you and/or your family. 

For the full article, pick up an issue of WNY Family Magazine, or visit www.wnyfamilymagazine.com! 

                   Seeking Tutors! 

The LEAD716 program is looking for Literacy Tutors to work one-on-one with children on fun activities that promote early 
learning, social and emotional development.  The program works to minimize the effect of lead on learning, by providing 
early help to children diagnosed with lead poisoning and their families.  

Applicants should have a Bachelor of Arts Degree in a related field, however, in lieu of a college degree, work and life experi-
ence will be considered.  Hours are flexible, and based on the needs of program participants.  This is the perfect position for 
retirees or others looking for part-time work. 

Contact employment@ldaofwny.org to apply or for more information. You can also apply online! 
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 In the Community 

The weather has kept us inside a bit lately, 
but we've still managed to take part in some 
fun events and activities. 

The agency’s I-LEARN group got in some driv-
ing practice at the Paddock Golf Dome, and 
took a road trip to Millcreek Mall in Erie, PA, 
and held craft nights and potlucks, including a 
St. Patrick’s Day potluck completed with 
corned beef and all the fixings.  

At right, Janet and Debbie pose with a mascot 
at the Queen City Roller Derby, and David and 
Alex tried out their luck at Seneca Niagara 
Casino.   

In April, the Gardening Club will begin its prep
-work on our garden! 

Starlight Studio Doubles Impact with Co-Artifact  

Starlight Studio and Art Gallery is pleased to announce the 3rd Co-Artifact 
fundraiser featuring artwork created collaboratively between Starlight 
artists and community artists. The event will take place Thursday, April 
19th, 2018 from 6 – 9pm at Eleven Twenty Projects, 1120 Main Street, 
Buffalo, NY 14209, and will feature 30 original works made by these collab-
orative pairings as well as music provided by DJ Icky Reels, light refresh-
ments, and a cash bar. The proceeds of the event will support the renova-
tion of Starlight’s façade – fixing, designing, and installing a fresh look for 
this creative space. 

Co-Artifact brings 15 artists from the community and 15 Starlight artists 
together to create collaborative artworks. For this project, each artist is 
asked to create a piece of artwork in the medium and size of his or her 

choice. A Starlight artist and a community artist are then paired up, switch artworks, and complete the other’s work. The 30 
resulting artworks will be available for the community to bid on until 8 PM the night of the event. 

For this installment of Co-Artifact, Kyle Butler of Starlight Studio and John Fatta of Eleven Twenty Projects have brought in 
more artists from Buffalo’s community than ever before, both new and returning participants. Cynnie Gaasch reflects on her 
past experience saying, "I loved working with Paul (Chandler) for Co-Artifact in 2014. He influenced me to approach my use 
of materials differently. The whole project, looking at the many collaborations was inspiring."  

In addition to Gaash, this year’s participating artists include: Jozef Bajus, Kyle Butler, Caitlin Cass, Valeria Cray-Dihaan, Pam 
Glick, Pat Greene, Bobby Griffiths, Ani Hoover, Billy Huggins, Kevin Kline, Joan Linder, Bethany Moody, Cassandra Ott, and 
Rebecca Wing, Paul Chandler, Saeed Dubaishi, Kelly Evans, Ricky Hogan, Eric Johnson, Sonya Lewis, Chace Lobley, John 
Montedoro, Larell Potter, John Price, Steve Robinson, Kimber Rodgers, Mary Schneider, Mathew Sharp, and Jocelyn Triggle. 

The idea for Co-Artifact stemmed from the story of illustrator Mica Angela Hendricks, whose daughter found her sketchbook 
and drew on top of her unfinished drawings. When the illustrator discovered what had been done, she decided to use her 
daughter’s lines to create finished art pieces. The goal of the event is to have Starlight artists and artists from the community 
finish one another’s work, and where possible, build collegial relationships where the artist pairs would discuss techniques 
and influence each other to go outside their creative comfort zones.  

For more information about the event or Starlight Studio and Art Gallery, please contact Jen Ryan at jryan@ldaofwny.org or 
(716) 842-1525, or visit the Starlight website at www.starlightstudio.org. 


