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We’ve had a busy year so far at the LDA of WNY, with the development of a number of new events, projects, and initia-
tives, and the Fall will be no different. 

The agency’s new LEAD program, which will provide early academic intervention to children diagnosed with elevated lead 

levels, will be launched in late October, coinciding with Learning Disabilities and Disabilities Awareness Months and Lead 
Prevention Week, a week-long call-to-action by HUD, EPA, CDC, and WHO (see program write-up on page 4).  

The agency is hiring for a number of positions, and will be at events and fairs throughout the Fall, including the Department 
of Labor’s Career Fair in Niagara Falls on October 12th and Ramp Up for Equality, a Disability Awareness Event at the Down-
town Library on October 19th.  Stop by our tables or visit our website for more information. 

We would also like to extend our congratulations to Annette Figuroa, who was promoted to Business Office Manager.  

We have a couple of fundraisers coming up: Quiz for a Cause on October 11th at 8 PM at World of Beer (admission is $5 at 
the door), as well as All Night Game Night on November 25th and 26th from 8 PM—8 AM at Collector’s Inn (tickets are 
$35+, and are available at www.eventbrite.com).  More details can be found on our website or Facebook page.  

 

LDA Celebrates Staff 

On September 22nd, the agency held its annual staff meeting at Buffa-
lo Riverworks.  In addition to celebrating the agency's many successes 
so far this year, the agency distributed longevity awards and honored 
many of the agency's staff who go above and beyond.   

Appropriately named DSPYs, the awards were presented to employees 
who exemplify the 7 NYS Core Competencies which, along with the 
Code of Ethics for Direct Support Professionals, are the foundation of 
person-centered supports for individuals with developmental disabili-
ties.   

In addition are LDA’s 2017 DSP of the Year and Unsung Hero, two staff 
members who demonstrate all of the core competencies, along with 
other qualities of distinction. 

Putting People First:  Angelica Hernandez  &  Stephanie Aljoe 

Building and Maintaining Positive Relationships:  Audrianna Russo &  Elise Bartela 

Demonstrating Professionalism:  Mel Schwartz  & Annette Figuroa 

Supporting Good Health: Alex Santos & Sheryl Tam 

Supporting Safety: Drew Smith 

Promoting Choice of Home: Catherine Kujawa 

Promoting Community Integration:  Tom Kurtz & Kat Ruiz Meneses 

DSP of the Year Award: Judith Clonan-Smith 

Unsung Hero: Diane Miller  

Above, Annette Figuroa, Kate Jones, and Liana Rodriguez at LDA’s All-Staff Event at Buffalo                                                                    
Riverworks.  Visit the agency’s Facebook Page for more photos! 
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October is Learning Disabilities Awareness Month 

October is Learning Disabilities Awareness Month, the goal of which is to bring wide-spread awareness and education re-
garding these hidden disabilities.  Fifteen percent of the U.S. population, or one in seven Americans, have some type of 
learning disability, according to the National Institutes of Health. The most common are difficulty with basic reading and lan-
guage skills.  In fact, as many as 80% of students with learning disabilities have reading problems. 

Unfortunately, many misconceptions about learning disabilities exist.   In a 2012 online survey by The National Center for 
Learning Disorders (NCLD), half of the people surveyed name medication and mental health counseling as treatments for 
learning disabilities.  Another third thought that lack of parent or teacher involvement in early childhood can cause learning 
disabilities.   Others thought that learning disabilities are caused by a poor diet, vaccinations, or too much TV.  

Learning disabilities are a lifelong disability, developmental in nature, and have no cure.  We believe that every person with 
learning disabilities can be successful at school, at work, in relationships, and in the community – given the right opportuni-
ties.  Our goal is to ensure such opportunities exist.  That’s why our primary mission is to provide high-quality individualized, 
comprehensive, and innovative services, which support, educate, and empower all individuals with learning and/or develop-
mental disabilities. 

We do this through:  

• Educating individuals with learning disabilities and their parents about the nature of the disability and informing them of 
their rights.  

• Encouraging research in neuro-physiological and psychological aspects of learning disabilities.  

• Creating a climate of public awareness.  

• Improving regular and special education through collaboration with the U.S. and NYS Departments of Education. 

• Developing and disseminating an annual legislative agenda.  

• Disseminating information widely.  

• Providing advocacy information and training.  

• Establishing career opportunities.  

• Promoting education and training on learning disabilities for special education and regular education teachers.  

The membership of LDA, composed of individuals with learning disabilities, family members and concerned professionals, 
advocates for the almost three million students of school age with learning disabilities and for adults affected with learning 
disabilities.  

 People First Care Coordination to Integrate OPWDD Supports and Healthcare Services   
(from OPWDD’s People First Newsletter) 

The time, planning and effort it takes for a person with a developmental disability to access necessary services and supports 
can be overwhelming. Complicating matters even further, people with developmental disabilities often have unique health, 
behavioral health and wellness needs; one-size-fits-all services just aren’t right for them.  

A new initiative, People First Care Coordination, will integrate the I/DD supports you receive with services provided by physi-
cians, behavioral health professionals and other health and wellness providers. These individualized, holistic Life Plans of  
supports and services will be based on the federal Health Home program and coordinated and delivered by regional networks 
of providers called Care Coordination Organizations (CCOs).  

People First Care Coordination will also accelerate the deployment of new information technology (IT) systems to enable   
providers to connect, consult and collaborate on individuals’ Life Plans.  

All individuals currently receiving service coordination from a Medicaid Service Coordinator (MSC) in New York State will be 
eligible for People First Care Coordination.  The application process for groups of providers to become designated as a Health 
Home (CCO) begins in September. Enrollment for individuals is expected to begin next year.  For more information on People 
First Care Coordination, go to www.opwdd.ny.gov/peoplefirst.com. 
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LEAD 716 Program Receives Tower and CFGB Grants 

The LDA of WNY received a three-year grant worth $196,878 
from the Peter and Elizabeth C. Tower Foundation, and a one-
year grant worth $32,000, for its LEAD 716 Program.  

The program is a multifaceted outreach/education plan that 
uses a home-based school readiness, family support, commu-
nity-based partnerships, and referrals to address the social/
educational, medical, and environmental needs of lead-
exposed children in Erie County.   

Between five and ten percent of school-aged children have 
some form of a learning disability, with less than half of these 
individuals identified at an early age.  In urban areas, where 
lead poisoning cases are the highest, the number of children 
identified as having a learning disability ranges from ten to 
twenty-percent.  Children in Erie County, mainly the City of 
Buffalo, are testing positive for lead poisoning at more than 
triple the state average.  As a result, hundreds of children  
enter Buffalo schools every year dealing with the impacts of 
lead poisoning, including learning and attention issues, low-
ered IQ and behavioral problems.  

The $350,000 project will include weekly home visits, during 
which educational mentors will work with children and          
parents/guardians on kindergarten readiness (See program 
write-up on page 4). 

The program will focus on three and four year olds who have 
a blood lead level of 5 micrograms per deciliter or higher 
based on lead testing.   

••••••••• 

 

 WNYers Urged to ThinkDIFFERENTLY  

A new campaign looks to raise awareness and promote  
social acceptance of those with developmental disabilities. 

NYS Sen. Rob Ortt, U.S. Sen. Chris Jacobs, and Assemblyman 
Angelo Morinello teamed up with Dutchess County Execu-
tive Marc Molinaro for his ThinkDIFFERENTLY campaign on  
August 18th at Niagara University, part of a community 
wide effort to connect residents, local leaders, law enforce-
ment, and experts in the health care and education fields. 

Launched by Molinaro in 2015, the initiative aims to break 
down barriers and support those living with autism and 
other developmental or intellectual disabilities.  The cam-
paign promotes community inclusiveness by encouraging 
elected leaders, neighborhoods, organizations and busi-
nesses and to think differently about how they interact 
with those with special needs, and encourages collabora-
tion between organizations and community leaders to find 
new ways to embrace, support, and respect individuals 
with disabilities. 

According to Ortt, the mental health and developmental 
disabilities Senate committee chairman, "This campaign 
draws attention to mental health disorders and disabilities, 
while encouraging open dialogue and eliminating stigma in    
communities. It challenges elected officials and community 
members to think differently about those who are                 
differently-abled." 

"Education is the key to growing understanding and                   
increasing acceptance of individuals with developmental 
disabilities," Jacobs said.  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's recent 
estimates in the U.S. show about one in six children, ages 3 
through 17, have one or more developmental disability. 

Thank You for Your Support! 

Thank you to who recently donated to the LDA of WNY: 

Bak USA, who donated more than $1,500 worth of tablets 
to the agency’s programs. 

Reid’s for supporting the agency with cash donation boxes 
at their business locations. 

Russell Salvatore, who helped make a dream come true for 
Sarah, a terminally ill resident who had never stayed over 
night at a hotel.  She was treated to a free dinner for two, 
hotel room, and lobster mac and cheese midnight snack.  
Mr. Salvatore personally escorted Sarah to her room, and 
helped make sure her  experience was perfect. 

••••••••• 
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Program Spotlight: LEAD 716 

The LDA of WNY is offering a free program aimed to provide critically-
needed early academic intervention to 3 and 4 year old children                          
diagnosed with elevated lead levels. The mentoring will focus on early  
literacy skill development and help ensure the children are prepared for 
success in  kindergarten and beyond. 

Lead poisoning is 100% preventable; however, if affected, the damage can be permanent. LDA is working to mitigate these 
negative effects on a child’s cognitive ability, during a critical time in brain development. Children affected by the toxins are 
at greater risk of lower IQ scores, speech and hearing difficulties, learning disabilities, attention problems, and/or behavior 
issues. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), “Research demonstrates that children with developmental delays or at 
high risk for developmental delays benefit most from interventions that start at an early age.” The CDC also states “No safe 
blood lead level in children has been identified.” 

Every year thousands of children under the age of six in Erie County are diagnosed with elevated blood lead levels. The lead 
can be found anywhere in Erie County, but exposure often occurs in older homes when the child is exposed to lead paint 
chips or dust. The Department of Health has identified several zip codes as “Communities of Concern,” where children are   
at exceptionally high risk: 14201, 14207, 14208, 14209, 14210, 14211, 14212, 14213, and 14215. 

According to LDA's Chief Executive Officer Michael Helman, “Our mission at LDA is to provide high-quality individualized, 
comprehensive, and innovative services, which support, educate, and empower all individuals with learning or developmen-
tal disabilities. With the LEAD 716 program, we are focused on helping kids before they enter school – before they encounter 
learning problems – at an age when they are more resilient. It is our hope, as a result of this project, children in Erie County 
who have been affected by lead will lead healthier, more successful lives.” 

The program is made possible by grants from The Peter and Elizabeth C. Tower Foundation and The Community Foundation 
for Greater Buffalo. Parents of children interested in participating in this program are encouraged to contact Leah Bartlo at 
(716) 874-7200, ext. 168 or lbartlo@ldaofwny.org.  Please visit www.lead716.org for more information. 

 

In the Community 

Andre is an 8 year old who loves playing outside, coloring, Spiderman, and Paw Patrol.  He likes to 
be encouraged and assured that he is doing a good job. He’s faced many challenges in his short 
life, placing him as a high priority on the Certified Residential Opportunities (CRO) about a year 
ago.  Over the past year, he’s been screened by numerous agency managers for residential place-
ment, but hasn’t able to find one that could meet his needs.   His MSC, Cathie Kujawa, advocated 
relentlessly and attended every intake.  After many screenings, Cathie was understandably dis-
couraged.  Fearing further rejection, she hesitated to return a call from Community Services for 
the Developmentally Disabled (CSDD).  But she did, and was pleasantly surprised. 

On September 28th, a meeting was held with CSDD. Andre and CSDD’s staff instantly connected, 
and Cathie received a call that evening that Andre was selected for an available opening. 

On October 5th, Andre started down a new path.   He received a welcome home party, complete 
with pizza and cake.  While 8 years old is young to understand the magnitude of this life change, 
everyone present could tell by Andre’s ear to ear grin that he had an idea something special was 
happening.   After the party, he went outside to play in his new big backyard.  Andre received new 
clothes, and decorated his bedroom the way he liked, including Paw Patrol stickers on the wall. 

CSDD is known for its ability to work with individuals with dual diagnoses. With the proper track-
ing, staff working with Andre around the clock, and accurate information given to the physicians 
that will care for him, Cathie is confident that proper treatment will now be available to Andre, to 
allow him to thrive in his new environment. 
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 LDA of WNY, Parent Network Host Family Workshop  

The LDA of WNY and Parent Network of WNY (Parent Network) hosted a free Special 
Education and Transition Workshop, for families of, and students with special needs, 
on September 30th, at the Niagara Community Center in Niagara Falls.  

The workshop, attended by approximately 60 parents, students, community provider 
representatives and volunteers, focused on two different groups of parents, those 
who have younger children who are just starting, or already in, school and dealing 
with Special Education and everything that comes with it, and those who have older 
children who are getting ready to leave high school and go on to college, work, and/
or move out.  Topics including Special Education, IEP Development, Behavioral Issues 

and Suspensions, Transition to Adult Services, and Transition to College and Employment.  While parents attended work-
shops, children were treated to a full range of activities in the Community Center, including a bounce house, face painter, 
clowns, magician, sack races, and games. 

Additional support was provided by The Niagara Community Center, Councilmember Ezra P. Scott Jr., and Linda Scott of 
Linda’s Lullaby Daycare.  Funding for the workshops was supported by the LDA’s Education Fund and a grant from the NYS 
Developmental Disabilities Planning Council.  Bak USA donated a tablet, won by Dexter Coldin, to be raffled off at the event. 

 

Billy and Janet and (Dis)Integration 

The opening reception of The Billy and Janet Show, featuring original work by Billy Huggins 
and Starlight Artist Janet Harrison is Friday, October 13th, from 6-9 PM at 340 Delaware    
Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14202.  

Huggins chose a 1966 quote from Bruce Nauman to describe his work, “The true artist is an 
amazing luminous fountain.” According to Huggins, a volunteer at Starlight Studio, as soon 
as he saw Janet's work, he wanted to have an exhibit with her.  

According to Harrison (artwork Sabrina, at left), “When I was in school I was told I had a 
learning disability and when I was doing my school work it was very hard for me to under-
stand what the teacher was trying to tell me. So when I started to learn cursive I would look 
at the letter and saw the way they were shaped and how cool they looked. My teacher told 
me I was the best artist in the class and that made me feel good about myself. I love                 
Starlight because it is a good place for art and it opens a lot of doors in life.”  

The event is free and open to the public.  The exhibit will be on display through November 24, 2017. 

…... 

Dis)Integration: Buffalo Poets, Writers, & Artists 2017 is now available! 
The publication features original writing and artwork from 52 contribu-
tors across WNY, including 8 Starlight artists.  Starlight is hosting a happy 
hour launch party on Friday, November 3, 2017 at 5 PM at Starlight Studio 
& Art Gallery 340 Delaware Ave, Buffalo, NY 14202. Copies of the book 
will be available for purchase, and free snacks and beverages will be pro-
vided. 

Members of the Disability Education Advocacy Network of WNY (DEAN), 
which includes Starlight staff Carrie Marcotte and Jen Ryan, received 
more than 220 art and writing submissions from 85 people with various 
self-identified disabilities across WNY.  

Proceeds from the program's 2016 Appeal went toward publishing costs.  
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 Upcoming Events 
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October 

Quiz for a Cause, World of Beer, Galleria Mall 

CCDA College Night, UB Center for Tomorrow 

The Billy and Janet Show, Starlight Studio 

Ramp Up for Equality, Buffalo & Erie County 
Library 

November 

Launch Party, (Dis)Integration: Buffalo Poets, 
Writers, & Artists 2017, Starlight Studio 

Outreach Table, Buffalo & Erie County Library 

All Night Game Night, Collector’s Inn 

December 

Winter Open House, Starlight Studio 

Outreach Table, Buffalo & Erie County Library  

 

TBA     

Co-Artifact Event, Starlight Studio 

 
 

8—10 PM 
 

5:45—8 PM 
 

7—9 PM 

 

10 AM—1 PM 
 

 

 

5 PM 

 

12 —1:30 PM 

8 PM—8 AM 
 

 
1—3 PM 
 
 

12—1:30 PM 

 

   Want to get our news directly in your inbox? Go to 
www.ldaofwny.org and subscribe to our website! 

 

Starlight Studio and Art Gallery 
2017 Calendar 

 
October 13     The Billy and Janet Show  

December 2    Holiday Open House            

 

All Shows are Free and Open to the Public. 
 

Starlight Studio is a part of the Allentown First Fridays            
Gallery Tour.  Stop by every First Friday evening of the month 
to see our current exhibitions! 

Starlight Studio & Art Gallery is now partnering with Eleven 
Twenty Projects. This collaborative effort will showcase Star-
light’s numerous talented artists, including Lisa Kobis, Larell 
Potter, Debbie Medwin, Steve Robinson, Lloyd Rung, and John 
Montedoro, both in exhibitions at the Main Street gallery as 
well as in online exclusive shows on artsy.net. 

Eleven Twenty Studios is located at 1120 Main Street, Buffalo, 
NY 14209.  For more information, or to purchase artwork or 
merchandise, email starlight@ldaofwny.org, call 842-1525, or 
stop by 340 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14202, Monday-
Friday, 9 AM—4 PM.  

For more information, go to www.starlightstudio.org 

LDA to Host All Night Game Night 

Like board games? Here's your chance to play all night long at LDA's All Night 
Game Night Event! Collector's Inn is generously sponsoring and hosting the 
overnight event. We'll have food and drinks, prizes, auction items, and a 
chance to get some great stuff!  

Admission is a donation of $35-60.  Here's what each donation level gets: 

 Novice ($35): 12-hours of gaming, food and drink, $5 Collector's Inn   
credit, swag bag 

 Journeyman ($45): 12-hours of gaming, food and drink, $10 store credit 
or 10% off your purchase at Collector's Inn, event tee, swag bag 

 Geek ($60): 12-hours of gaming, food and drink, $15 store credit or 15% 
off your purchase at Collector's Inn, event cup and tee, swag bag 

We've got lots of board games to choose from, so if you have suggestions for 
any you'd like to us to have on hand and ready to go that night, let us know! 

We'll have some chairs off to the side in case you need to rest and recharge, along with some food, drinks, and snacks to stay 
fueled for the long-haul. 

Children under 16 are welcome, but we suggest an adult registers with them if they're going attend all night.  Register at 
www.eventbrite.com/e/all-night-game-night-tickets-36903748104?aff=es2#tickets. 

All proceeds benefit the Learning Disabilities Association  of WNY.  For more information contact Katie Cassens at                           
kcassens@ldaofwny.org or (716) 874-7200, ext. 137. 

*Events are subject to change.  Check our website or Facebook page 
for updated events and information. 
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Yes! I want to  support the LDA of WNY’s Education Fund , by making a donation in the amount of: 
 
 □ $25 □ $50   □ $100  □ $250   □ $500   □ $1,000   □ Other ____________  
 
Name(s) ____________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________  State ___________ Zip Code _________ 

Phone __________________________  Email _______________________________ 

□ I wish to remain anonymous.  Please do not publish my name as a donor. 
 
*Please make checks payable to LDA of WNY Education Fund.  All gifts are tax-deductible. 
Secure online donations can be made at www.ldaofwny.org  

Thank you for your support! 

 
Dear Friend of the LDA of WNY, 

Did you know that 20,000 students in Western New York receive      
Special Education services? That’s 1 out of every 5 students.  

Most students receive the services and supports they need to be                
successful throughout their educational careers. However, there are 
times when students don’t receive all of the help they need, causing 
parents to have to fight for their child’s right to a free and                
appropriate public education. 

I’d like to introduce you to Kaitlynn.  Kaitlynn is a 15-year-old girl who 
has been diagnosed with generalized anxiety disorder and depression.   

Kaitlynn loves theater and attended a public school where she was able to grow her love for the fine arts, while    
receiving special education services.  However, as Kaitlynn’s needs grew, the services and accommodations that 
the school could provide did not.  

Phylicia met with Kaitlynn and her mother, Jennifer, to ensure that she would receive the services and accommoda-
tions she needed to be successful throughout her high school years. Phylicia attended Committee on Special              
Education (CSE) meetings, accompanied the family on tours of alternative placement settings, and answered all of 
Jennifer’s questions. 

“Phylicia is awesome.  She understands and is willing to go the extra mile. She’s been amazing helping me work 
with the school system, to make it work the way it’s supposed to.” 

All Kaitlynn wants is the public education she deserves. With Phylicia’s help, she was moved to a day treatment 
setting that is better able to meet her needs. Kaitlynn is thriving, and hopes to finish school and move on to                      
post-secondary education.  The help of an educational advocate will make this possible.  

At the LDA of WNY, we believe that every individual, even those with disabilities, can be successful at school, at 
work, in relationships, and in the community.  Our goal is to ensure such opportunities exist. 
 
We have made progress, but our journey isn't over.  As long as students like Kaitlynn are in school, we won't stop 
advocating for them.  Please help us give children opportunities to succeed by donating to our Education Fund                
today.   
 
Thank you for your generosity. 

————————————————————————————————————————— ———— 

http://www.niagaracp.org
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Contact Us 

For more information about 

our programs, services, and              

upcoming events 

LDA of WNY                      

2555 Elmwood Avenue     

Kenmore, NY 14217 

(716) 874-7200 

information@ldaofwny.org 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.ldaofwny.org 

LDA of WNY 

2555 Elmwood Avenue 

Kenmore, NY 14217 

The Billy and Janet Show 

Artwork by Billy Huggins and Janet Harrison 
Opening Reception, Friday, October 13th, 2017, 6-9 PM 

Starlight Studio & Art Gallery 
340 Delaware Road, Buffalo, NY 14202 

 

On-view through November 24th 2017 
Regular Gallery Hours Monday-Friday 9am-4pm 


