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 LDA Holiday Party 

The LDA of WNY’s Grinchmas Holiday Party 
was held on December 10th.  Staff, board   
members, family, friends, and individuals             
got in the holiday spirit with great food,     
music, and lots of dancing!  

DJ Sanders provided music, and Ingram  
Brothers Catering provided delicious food  
and desserts for the event.   

Staff member Pam Garrett and Paul                 
Chandler delighted the crowd with a duet of 

Santa Baby.   LDA’s Ibrahim Kane got it on video, along with lots of great photos of the event.   

Make sure to check them out on our Facebook page, comment, and share!   

LDA Gets in Holiday Spirit with Giving Tree 

This year, the agency  sponsored a Giving Tree, which helped make the 
holidays brighter for several of the families and children the agency 
serves.  More than 100 presents were distributed to 30 children in 8               
families.  Staff submitted ornaments with children's names and gift               
ideas, donated money, bought and wrapped presents (Amy at right, 
wrapping), and delivered them in time for Christmas. 

The effort was led by Jason Rochevot, whose generous spirit and beard-
ed face, has many staff wondering if he could be Santa Claus in disguise.  
Each year, Rochevot collects donations for toys and donates them to 
deserving children and families for the holidays.  The story was featured 
on www.wivb.com. 

Rochevot personally donated almost 100 gifts when he learned of the 
agency event.  The remainder of the presents were donated to other 
local agencies in WNY.  The gifts were temporarily housed in his living 
room, pictured lower right. 

According to Rochevot,  “I started this 4 years ago as part of the store I 
used to co own Headin to Hertel.  It started small we contributed a few 
hundred dollars in sales and a few customers donated. The next year I 
started offering custom glass pieces, in exchange for a hundred dollar 
toy donation. Over the years the donors grew and started to try and                   
upstage each other. This toy drive has become mine and my girlfriends            
Angela’s passion. It feels good to give to the kids of the area as we grew 
up here and see many people struggling. The drive will continue on 
through me even know the store has closed. “ 

For more information, or to donate, contact @headintohertel on Instagram or email at j.rochevot@yahoo.com.   
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 In the Community 

Marie Malinowski was recently awarded two awards for her work in the                       
community, the Chris Burke Award for Excellence at the Museum of disABIILTY  
History’s Fall Fundraiser (Marie at right, with award), and the One Buffalo               
Community Award.  The Chris Burke Award was presented to three individuals 
who, through advocacy efforts, exemplify the value of contributing significant 
work in the disability community and makes inclusion a priority.  

The One Buffalo Community Award, the first from Kim Pegula and Pegula Sports 
and Entertainment award was presented at the Sabres vs. Tampa Bay Lightning 
game on November 17th.  Marie, along with Marc Hennig, was featured in a               
video (link with tweet below), during the game, and a donation was made to the 
LDA of WNY. 

We are honored to have Marie Malinowski as our October recipient for the One Buffalo Community Award. Thank you for all 
you do! pic.twitter.com/V14Wey4pyG-One Buffalo (@One_Buffalo) November 18, 2016 

According to her nomination, Malinowski has developed from a service recipient, to a leader, not only in the disability                 
community, but the WNY community at large.  According to Marc Hennig, deputy director of program services at the LDA of 
WNY, “Over the past few years, she pushed through the restrictions and barriers of her own challenges to advocate for herself 
and others facing injustice and discrimination.”  Malinowski was selected as Self-Advocate of the Year at the annual Self Advo-
cate of New York State (SANYS) Conference in Albany in 2015.  

Marie is currently leading a task force of community leaders to procure transportation services to and from the Western New 
York Office for People with Developmental Disabilities Regional Office (DDRO) in West Seneca, as well as, to establish a                   
satellite office for the regional office in or near the City of Buffalo.  She recognized the necessity of transportation for people 
who work there and who require the services provided there.  The current location of the DDRO is two miles away from a bus 
route, across heavily trafficked streets, with limited, and in some areas, no curbs and/or sidewalks.  A new and/or more                   
accessible location would greatly benefit current and future service recipients and their families. The group has made signifi-
cant headway with local and state political leaders. The next step is to take the cause to the governor’s office, and to ensure 
the money is included in the NY State 2017 budget.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Each year, Dave donates items to the Food Bank of WNY for 
Thanksgiving.  This year, Dave, with assistance from his 
staff, April, donated 10 turkeys, a case of carrots, a case of 
green beans, a case of sweet potatoes, stuffing, and rolls to 
Rock Out Hunger! He got an exclusive look at the 97Rock 
trailer and a live interview also! Thanks Dave, for helping 
out your community and those in need! 

Teaching Artist Maggie Parks works with students at 
Waterfront Elementary School as part of Widening the 
Focus: Finding Dignity and Acceptance in Difference.  
Starlight Studio and Art Gallery artists worked with 2nd 
and 3rd grade students on a project about accepting 
and celebrating differences through dialogue and art.  
Story is on page 5. 
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LDA Driver’s License Survey 

If you have ever asked for or 
needed accommodations to 
get a driver's license or have 
had problems obtaining a                 
license, please share your story 
through the link below, so we 
can work together to ensure all 

individuals with disabilities are provided an equal opportunity 
to obtain a driver's license. 

https://ldaamerica.org/drivers-license-survey/ 

LDA’s mission is to create opportunities for success for all                 
individuals affected by learning disabilities.  Driver's licenses 
provide an important and often necessary form of identifica-
tion as well as freedom of transportation which can be critical 
to education and work success. To this end, LDA promotes             
legal, appropriate, and effective accommodations for anyone 
seeking to obtain a driver's license.  

••••••••• 

LDA files ADA Complaint 

The LDA of America recently filed a formal ADA complaint with 
the US Department of Justice concerning the major high school 
equivalency tests regarding the accessibility of accommoda-
tions for individuals with learning disabilities.  

A Subcommittee of LDA members who serve on the Adult   
Topics and Public Policy Committee believes the current                   
policies, procedures and practices of the testing entities which 
administer the high school equivalency exams create barriers 
that individuals with learning disabilities must overcome in   
order to access high school equivalency exams. Some of these 
barriers are minor, and are easily remedied. However, other 
barriers are substantial and require significant changes by the 
Testing Entities because they make it difficult for individuals 
with learning disabilities to obtain the accommodations                
allowed by law. 

The Subcommittee prepared a report to provide a brief outline 
of the current law on testing accommodations and “high 
stakes” tests, and to review the testing accommodations’              
policies, procedures and practices of the Testing Entities.  

In addition to this review, the Subcommittee prepared a survey 
that was sent on December 21, 2014 to LDA’s email mailing list, 
and on January 28, 2015 to all the State Directors of Adult              
Education.  

The purpose of the Survey was to learn first-hand from individ-
uals with learning disabilities their experiences obtaining and 
using accommodations on high school equivalency exams. 

 

••••••••• 

Thank You for Your Support! 

Thank you to Imperial Court of Buffalo, the Buffalo            
Sabres, Carolyn Medwin, and Charlene McCanty, who    
recently donated to the LDA of WNY and Starlight Studio. 

Thank you to Straight Up Wines and Liquors, Mustachio’s 
Pizza, Dunkin  Donuts, Joe’s Panini Grill, Flying Bison              
Brewery, Globe Market, Daily Planet Coffee, Paula’s                 
Donuts, Quick Check Food Mart, and Collector’s Inn, for 
supporting the agency with cash donation boxes at their  
business locations. 

 

#bFair2DirectCare Update 

The #bFair2DirectCare Coalition                 
recently campaigned to call on Albany 
to increase funding for developmental 
disability  organization staff wages  
before the next state budget is                  
adopted on April 1, 2017. 

The #bFair2DirectCare Coalition is comprised of 7                          
associations (CP, NYSARC, NYSACRA, NYSRA, IAC, 
DDAWNY, and ALIA) throughout the state that represent 
more than 100,000 Direct Support Professionals (DSPs).  

Last year, the State Legislature and Governor Cuomo 
raised the minimum wage. However, 90% of provider's 
budgets come from Medicaid and 80% of that is for DSP 
salaries. #bFair2DirectCare coalition is advocating that $45 
million per year over the next 6 years be put in OPWDD's 
budget to offset these costs.  

The coalition held rallies throughout the state in support of 
the increase, including a rally in WNY on November 29th at 
the Buffalo Museum of Science.  Hundreds attended the 
event, including DDAWNY Member Provider Agencies, 
DSPs, Individuals with Developmental Disabilities, Family 
Members, Elected Officials, Members of the WNY State 
Delegation, and Community Stakeholders, and special 
guest, former Congressional Member Tom Reynolds.   

In January, the coalition’s commercial will air  commercials 
on WIVB and CW-23, and on the station’s weather page, 
continuing this message, so keep your eyes peeled!  

As we continue to advocate as an agency, we ask that you 
join the effort by following the #bFair2DirectCare Coalition 
social media accounts.  Here you can find updates on its 
initiatives and ways for you to get involved in the                   
campaign. 

For the latest on the CAMPAIGN go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/BFair2DirectCare/ 
https://twitter.com/fair2directcare  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=lda+of+america&view=detailv2&&id=ED809695757B027658BA5BC2FA3601F68EE6F4F6&selectedIndex=5&ccid=ut0fWKPA&simid=608019052290376480&thid=OIP.Mbadd1f58a3c00f80fc8ebb1492b09fa9o0
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Program Spotlight: Housing Navigation 

LDA of WNY’s Adrienne Kosis (at right) is now certified as a Housing Navigator through 
New York State Association of Community and Residential Agencies (NYSACRA ), with the 
support  of OWPDD.  Housing Navigators are trained to work with individuals to deter-
mine their needs and wants related to housing, and then assist that person with finding 
the best home. Navigators are also trained on how to connect with developers, communi-
ty leaders, housing authorities, town boards, and others, to create affordable housing  
opportunities for individuals with disabilities. 

Eligible individuals must be OPWDD eligible.  For more information, contact Adrienne at 
akosis@ldaofwny.org or (716) 874-7200, ext. 127. 

••••••••• 

The Westchester Institute for Human Development also recently released a new             
Learning Module, “Introduction to Housing” to the its website. It is a brief overview             
(15 minutes), primarily intended for people with I/DD and their families, but it may also 
help to introduce new housing concepts to provider personnel and other stakeholders. 

It is also available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQ9O8HM7AyY or on Vimeo at https://
www.vimeo.com/190766352  

Starlight Artists Featured in Documentary with Local Artists 

Of One Mind, a 50-minute documentary featuring Starlight and                  
community artists, will be screened at Hallwalls Contemporary Art 
Center, 341 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14202, on January 28th 
at 1 PM.  A panel discussion with the artist will follow. 

The documentary, produced by Starlight Studio artists and Squeaky 
Wheel Film and Media Art Center, consists of four short episodes 
that feature conversations between Starlight artists and artists from 
the  community who share common ground.   

The pairs: Ani Hoover and Debi Wicks, Ken Payne and Chace Lobley, 
Amanda Besl and Kimber Rodgers, and, Kevin Kline and Jeremy 
Pratt, discuss their work, interests, and how art affects their lives.   

Funding for the documentary was received from the Community Arts and Arts Education Grant, funded by the New York 
State Council of the Arts through Arts Services Initiative of Western New York. 

 

Starlight Art: Coming Soon to an Office Building Near You? 

The Oishei Foundation purchased 
artwork, including two paintings by 
Mathew Sharp, and decorative            
paper bags designed by various 
artists, for installation in its offices 
on Exchange Street.   

To purchase artwork, contact                 
Starlight Studio at (716) 842-1525, 
or stop by during business hours, 
Monday-Friday 9-4. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQ9O8HM7AyY
https://vimeo.com/190766352
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 Starlight Widens Focus with Arts Partners Initiative 

Starlight Studio artists recently shared their love of art, along with 
some life lessons, with students.  Starlight Studio developed a program 
with Buffalo Public School 95, Waterfront Elementary School, called 
Widening the Focus: Finding Dignity and Acceptance in Difference.  

The goal of the workshop was to provide students with both an artistic 
and personal educational experience.  The first part of the workshop  
included a dialogue between artists and students on the topics of 
difference and acceptance, the concept of self-advocacy, and the      
origins of social stigmas.  Starlight participants shared their experiences 
of being artists and poets with disabilities.  The second part included a 
collaborative art project between the students and artists. 

Differences are something the students can relate to, as Waterfront 
School is has a very diverse student population, with many immigrants 
and refugees. There are 28 different languages spoken in the school, 
with about a third of students entering the U.S. within the past year.  The workshop allowed students to pull from their 
own life experiences and express themselves through art. 

Sheila Bush, one of the Starlight artists that participated in the project said, "I got a chance to work with students in a   
creative and positive way on topics that are important to me.”  Starlight Artists (Sheila Bush, Angela Robb, and Andy                  
Calderon, above with students), worked with two different groups of students, a second and a third grade class, over four 
sessions in November and December. 

Programming was provided through the Young Audiences of WNY’s Art Partners in Learning Initiative, with the support of 
the Erie County Youth Bureau and Fund for the Arts.  The goal of the initiative is to expand access to arts education for 
children in WNY, and improve the capacity of cultural organizations in to provide creative learning programs. 

West Side Public Art Project  

Starlight Studio and Art Gallery Artist Chace Lobley (at right, top, with mammoth 
model), embarked on a public art project that included the building of a life-sized  
woolly mammoth in a lot on the West Side of Buffalo. 

This sculpture is part of CEPA Gallery’s West Side Lots Project, a series of                  
temporary site-specific public art commissions, according to CEPA  “that will 
transform vacant lots, remnants what was once urban blight on Buffalo's West 
Side, into vibrant, engaging, and interactive public displays” through works from 
professional local, national, and international artists. 

The project is a community effort, with donations coming from multiple 
sources.  According to Carrie Marcotte, program director of Starlight Studio, 
“Woolly Mammoth is a collaborative effort between Starlight Studio, its artist 
Chace Lobley, and Jonathan  Casey of Solid 716.  Chace's great interest in                    
prehistoric animals and his amazing ability to render them inspired this project, is 
being realized in full-scale with realistic texture and color."  

Casey (at right, bottom, with sculpture) has been camped out on-site working on 
the project, slated for completion by the end of December.  The mammoth has 
a steel frame, and is constructed from cut foam block, and spray-on and hand-
sculpted cement, with a finishing stain. The sculpture is secured to a concrete 
foundation. 

The mammoth is located in a vacant parcel at 34 Helen Street.  The project has received press on both WIVB, and Buffalo 
Rising, with additional coverage coming upon the project’s completion.  The  mammoth will also be featured in a number 
of activities throughout 2017.  For more information about the project, visit Starlight's Facebook page.   
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

Want to get our news directly in your inbox? Go to 
www.ldaofwny.org and subscribe to our website! 
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January 

Information Table, Buffalo & Erie County    
Library  

Screening of Of One Mind, Panel Discussion 
Hallwalls Contemporary Arts Center 

February 

Information Table, Buffalo & Erie County    
Library  

March 

Spring it On! Campaign 

Information Table, Buffalo & Erie County  
Library  

May 

DD Day, Niagara Falls Conference and Events 
Center 

TBA Special Education Conferences 

 
 

12—1:30 PM 

 

1 PM 

 

 
 

12—1:30 PM 

 

 
 

6 PM-6PM 

12—1:30 PM 

 

 

 
 

 
 

   

 

Starlight Studio and Art Gallery 
2017 Calendar 

 
January 27     Bobby Griffiths with Ray Barret 

March 3      Jessica Langley with Eric Johnson    
          and Lisa Van Hise 

May 5       Ann Moody with Kelly Evans and       
          Shamika Long 

June 9       Andy Calderon with Autism Services 

July 28       Summer Open House 

September  8   Bob Budin with John Price 

October 13     Billy Huggins with Janet Harrison 

December 2    Holiday Open House            

 

All Shows are Free and Open to the Public. 
 

For more information, or to purchase artwork go to 
www.starlightstudio.org 

 
Starlight Studio is a part of the Allentown First Fridays            
Gallery Tour.  Stop by every First Friday evening of the 
month to see our current exhibitions.  

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

At the LDA of WNY, our mission is to provide high-quality individualized, comprehensive, and innovative services,                             
which support, educate, and empower all individuals with learning and/or developmental disabilities.  

By supporting LDA of WNY’s programs and services, you support the dreams and needs of the individuals we serve. 

Thank you for your Support! 

Trainings, Workshops, and Conferences  

There are a number of upcoming trainings, workshops, and conferences for individuals, parents, and professionals, 
on topics ranging from parent and peer support to an introduction to OPWDD and special education.  Costs vary 
based on the event.  For more information, visit Parent Network's website at www.parentnetwork.org/workshops-
and-events/event-calendar. 

Our outreach table is at the Downtown Buffalo and Erie County Public Library the third Tuesday of each month, 
across from the Launch Pad.  We will also be at fairs, events, conferences, and community centers throughout WNY.   

In addition, the LDA of WNY is planning Special Education Conferences in 2017, day-long mini conferences to parents 
of children with disabilities in the WNY region.  The goal is to provide parents with information regarding rights and 
responsibilities in the special education process, information about psychological evaluations, and the process 
through which families can receive support from the Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD), 
among other things.  More information to come. 

Remember to check out our website or Facebook page to see if we’re attending an event near you.  Be sure to stop 
by our table if you have any questions, or to say hello!  

*Events are subject to change.  Check our website or Facebook page 
for updated events and information. 
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Yes! I want to  support the LDA of WNY’s Education Fund , by making a donation in the amount of: 
 
 □ $25 □ $50   □ $100  □ $250   □ $500   □ $1,000   □ Other ____________  
 
Name(s) ____________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________  State ___________ Zip Code _________ 

Phone __________________________  Email _______________________________ 

□ I wish to remain anonymous.  Please do not publish my name as a donor. 
 
*Please make checks payable to LDA of WNY Education Fund.  All gifts are tax-deductible. 
Secure online donations can be made at www.ldaofwny.org  

Thank you for your support! 

 
Dear Friend of the LDA of WNY, 

Did you know that 20,000 students in Western New York receive      
Special Education services? That’s 1 out of every 5 students.  

Most students receive the services and supports they need to be                
successful throughout their educational careers. However, there are 
times when students don’t receive all of the help they need, causing 
parents to have to fight for their child’s right to a free and                
appropriate public education. 

I’d like to introduce you to Kaitlynn.  Kaitlynn is a 15-year-old girl who 
has been diagnosed with generalized anxiety disorder and depression.   

Kaitlynn loves theater and attended a public school where she was able to grow her love for the fine arts, while    
receiving special education services.  However, as Kaitlynn’s needs grew, the services and accommodations that 
the school could provide did not.  

Phylicia met with Kaitlynn and her mother, Jennifer, to ensure that she would receive the services and accommoda-
tions she needed to be successful throughout her high school years. Phylicia attended Committee on Special              
Education (CSE) meetings, accompanied the family on tours of alternative placement settings, and answered all of 
Jennifer’s questions. 

“Phylicia is awesome.  She understands and is willing to go the extra mile. She’s been amazing helping me work 
with the school system, to make it work the way it’s supposed to.” 

All Kaitlynn wants is the public education she deserves. With Phylicia’s help, she was moved to a day treatment 
setting that is better able to meet her needs. Kaitlynn is thriving, and hopes to finish school and move on to                      
post-secondary education.  The help of an educational advocate will make this possible.  

At the LDA of WNY, we believe that every individual, even those with disabilities, can be successful at school, at 
work, in relationships, and in the community.  Our goal is to ensure such opportunities exist. 
 
We have made progress, but our journey isn't over.  As long as students like Kaitlynn are in school, we won't stop 
advocating for them.  Please help us give children opportunities to succeed by donating to our Education Fund                
today.   
 
Thank you for your generosity. 

————————————————————————————————————————— ———— 

http://www.niagaracp.org
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Contact Us 

For more information about 

our programs, services, and              

upcoming events 

LDA of WNY                      

2555 Elmwood Avenue     

Kenmore, NY 14217 

(716) 874-7200 

information@ldaofwny.org 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.ldaofwny.org 

LDA of WNY 

2555 Elmwood Avenue 

Kenmore, NY 14217 

Of One Mind                                                                               
Screening and Panel Discussion 

 January 28, 2017, 1 PM 

Hallwalls Contemporary Arts Center 
341 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14202 


